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Treasury Bills or a National Loan or both. A big step forward
was taken respecting a new Constitution. On August 2, Stanislas
Car, the Vice-President of the Seym and rapporteur-general on
the project of the revision of the Constitution, produced and
elucidated his own scheme of revision before the deputies and
senators of the Government Block, who were also members of
the Seym and Senate Constitutional Commissions. Four days
later Slawek, addressing the I2th Congress of the Legionaries,
devoted almost his entire speech to Car's planned revision of
the Constitution. The changes contemplated were much on the
old Pilsudski lines: increase of the powers of the President so as
to enable him to govern the country by decrees; increase of the
powers of the Senate to an equality with those of the Seym;
and a substantial alteration of the manner of its election, which
hitherto had been of candidates by the suffrages of all citizens
above 30 years of age, but was now to be effected by a limited
suffrage electing only men holding the two national orders of
the Virtuti Militari and the Independence Cross as to two-thirds,
the remaining one-third being nominated by the President direct.
The Senate, said Slawek, would consist of the elite of the nation,
and no nation could expect to live unless it possessed an elite;
what better elite for Poland than those who had struggled for the
independence of their fatherland? The Seym was to remain
a lower House elected by universal suffrage and subject to propor-
tional representation, but it would completely lose its old
supremacy. The two cardinal features of the proposed Constitution
were the making of the President into a "real leader of full responsi-
bility," as Slawek put it, and the recognition of a sort of aristocracy,
composed of the elite, from which the Senate was to be drawn.
On September 5 a presidential decree, published two days
afterwards, authorized the issue of a ten years' 6 per cent internal
loan for 120 million zlotys, for the purpose of meeting the Budget
deficit. Known as the "National Loan," it was over-subscribed,
350 million zlotys being offered, and the Government accepted
the whole of this sum. The success of the loan was regarded as
proof that the Polish people approved the economic policy of
the Government, but a certain amount of pressure was employed